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Minutes
Social Science Division Zoom Meeting/Forum
Tues., April 14, 2020
Faculty in Attendance: Arne Kildegaard (Chair), Ed Brands, Sheri Breen, Emily Bruce, Stephen Burks,
Rebecca Dean, Satis Devkota, Bart Finzel, Seung-Ho Joo, Tim Lindberg, Kerry Michael, Leslie Meek, Ben
Narvaez, Heather Peters, Roger Rose, Jennifer Rothchild, Cheryl Stewart, Dennis Stewart, Kevin Whalen,
and Lauri Wyum.
Arne Kildegaard <kildegac@morris.umn.edu>
Reply-To: Arne Kildegaard <kildegac@morris.umn.edu>
To: UMMSOCSCIFAC@lists.umn.edu

Mon, Apr 13, 2020 at 8:38 AM

Colleagues,
Here's an excerpt of a message I sent a subset of you last week:
You may or may not be aware that English discipline is quite far along in planning a campus transition to more
of a writing-across-the-curriculum approach. Essentially their proposal has two parts: i) accept a much wider
range of prior work (e.g. college-in-the-schools, PSEO college writing from a community college, etc.) in place
of ENGL 1601; ii) require a 2nd writing course of all students, to be offered primarily in disciplines other than
English. This second course would not merely be one in which a lot of writing happens, but one in which
writing skills are actively taught -- in what measure, and with what degree of standardized expectations to be
determined.
I'm writing to this select group of Social Science faculty because each of you was named in an email from the
English discipline on the subject of possible support for this plan across campus.
A thoughtful and robust discussion ensued, as we grappled with the consequences this might have for individual
faculty and for our programs. Various opinions were aired, and the consensus was that we should use our
scheduled division meeting time (tomorrow, Tuesday, 4/14, 11:40-12:40) to continue the discussion in a video
chat.
While I'm inviting you to opt-in to this meeting, let's stop short of calling it a formal division meeting. If you'd
like to be part of this discussion, here's the Zoom meeting link: https://umn.zoom.us/j/95581279175
Full disclosure: the dean has asked me to appoint two division faculty to a task force to work on the WLA
requirement alongside representatives from all of the other divisions. I think a reasonable preliminary step is to
air out the issue internally.
Thanks,
Arne

Discussion included:
• Resources
• Financial resources
• Workload
• Course content change to make room in syllabus
• Pedagogy
• ESL issues
• Current writing skills not good
• WLA obstacle to retention?
• Writing Center philosophy and short comings

•
•
•
•

Writing Center Staffing
Something similar tried in the 1990’s and died
Need for a Composition department
Writing teachers teach other disciplines how to teach writing?

Meeting adjourned at 12:41

